


OUTSTANDING
PERSON IN
EDUCATION

MecBain's Fducation
Associalion is proud Lo
honor Sharon Tavior as

our 2025/2026
Outstanding Person in
Fducalion. Sharon has

taught in McBain for 33
yvears, mostlivin first or
second grade. Sharon
believes her job is to
lecach the contenl and
guide children Lo
understand it. Sharon is
married to her high
school sweetheart. Marc
Taylor, and has threc
children, all
graduates of McBain.
Sharon's dedication to
her students and to
McEain make her an
aulstanding lcacher and
a tremendous asscet to
our community. The
MFEA is proud to
rocoagnize Sharon Taylor
as our Oulslanding
Pcerson in Cducation this
year.

Mrs. Sharon Taylor



SOPHOMORE CARNIVAL
The Class of 2028 would like to
thank their business sponsors,
parents, school staff members and
especially the families that
attended this year's Sophomore
Carnival in April.

This night is one of the main
fundraisers for our high school
students and will provide a very
nice deposit in their class account
helping pay for senior year
expenses.



SUMMER FOOD PROGRAM



YOUTH ADVOCACY DAY 2026

Members of the McBain Wellness Center's Youth Advisory Council,
Maisie Grames, Hannah Roberts-Pendrys, Claire Agema, and Kaitlyn
Pontz along with adults Debi Beerens and Amanda Cole participated
in the 2026 Youth Advocacy Day in Lansing on April 28.

With guidance from the School-Community Health Alliance of
Michigan (SCHA-MI) students traveled to the state capital and were
equipped to meet face to face with their representatives. Hannah,
Claire, and Kaitlyn used their voices to share their experiences and
the advantages of having a school-based health clinic at McBain.
They invited Senator Ken Borton to visit the McBain Wellness
Center and encouraged lawmakers to support funding for
continued services along with making sure each county in Michigan
has a Child and Adolescent Health Center (CAHC).

Maisie has been serving on the state youth advisory council and
addressed the whole group in attendance for the day. She was on
the platform to present Congressman Bergman his Legislative
Champion Award. At the end of the day Maisie, with three other
students from across the state, shared the stage with Gov. Whitmer
as they presented her with the Lifetime Legacy Award. The
Governor even snapped some selfies with the students at the event.

SENIOR PERSONAL FINANCE CLASS

Mrs. Utecht’s seniors in Personal Finance recently completed the Dave Ramsey Foundations in Personal Finance curriculum,
studying topics such as budgeting, saving, credit and debt, banking, insurance, taxes, investing, and career readiness. After
spring break, students transitioned into Foundations of Entrepreneurship, where they learned about marketing, economics,
finance, and business management while creating and presenting their own business plans.

Students overwhelmingly shared that the class gave them practical skills and confidence for life after high school. Many said
the course changed the way they think about debt, budgeting, college decisions, and future financial goals. Several students
noted that the class helped them avoid unnecessary student loans, apply for scholarships, and better prepare for adulthood.

One student shared that the class “gave me a sturdy foundation for my future plans,” while another said it “helped me realize
that owning a business is possible.” Others emphasized how valuable it was to learn real-world topics that are often not
taught in traditional classes.

Students strongly recommended that future classes continue using the Ramsey curriculum because of the lasting impact it
has on financial literacy, decision-making, and preparing students for real-world responsibilities.



Yearbook Cover Winners

We are excited to share same
wonderful news! Recently, hoth our
elementary and middle school held

vearbook cover contests, inviting
students to showcase their creativity
and school spirit through original
artwork. The response was truly
incredible.

We received so many thoughtful,
imaginative, and beautifully designed
submissions that choosing a winner

was no easy task. Each entry reflected
the talent, pride, and unique
perspective of our students, making
the selection process both inspiring
and challenging.
Congratulations to this year's book
cover contest winners:
Elementary Winner:
Ellie Grammatico (4th grade)
Middle School Winner:
Weston Howey (8th grade)

This winter, Mrs. Westdorp's third
graders spent time learning about the
history, traditions, and spirit of the
Olympic Games. They explored
teamwork, perseverance,
sportsmanship, and the importance of
supporting others. To celebrate all they
learned, students wrapped up the
school year with their very own “Potato
Olympics” project! Each student created
and decorated a potato athlete,
represented a country, and competed in
a variety of fun Olympic-inspired
events. From the opening ceremony to
exciting competitions to the closing
ceremony, students showed creativity,
collaboration, and lots of Potato spirit!
The Potato Olympics was the perfect
way to combine learning and fun while
making lasting end-of-year memories
together!

BE THE GOOD McBain Middle School students recently
M S RETREAT attended a retreat at Timber Wolf Lake

centered around our school theme, “Be
the Good.” Through team-building
activities, games, shared meals, and
group discussions, students
strengthened relationships and built a
greater sense of connection with one
another.

One of the most meaningful moments
of the trip came when students wrote
nearly 1,000 cards thanking people in
their lives and working to repair
relationships that may have been hurt
by past words. The retreat had an
immediate positive impact on students
and school culture, with many calling it
the best field trip they have ever
experienced.

We are especially grateful to the
anonymaus donors who made this
unforgettable opportunity possible for
all students.



6th GRADE SCIENCE

The 6th grade science classes recently completed a
six-week embryology unit led by Kayanne Myers from the
Michigan State University Extension. During the unit,
students dissected raw eggs, placed chicken and duck
eggs in an incubator, and observed their development
each week by candling the eggs with flashlights. Students
also learned about chick farming and meat processing.
Out of all the eggs incubated, only four did not hatch
successfully. Thank you to Mrs. Myers and the MSU
Extension for providing this engaging and educational
experience for our students!



MRS. NELSON RETIRES

After 40 incredible years of teaching, McBain
Kindergarten teacher Mrs. Dixie Nelson is retiring,
leaving behind a legacy of love, learning, and lifelong
memories. For four decades, Mrs. Nelson has welcomed
generations of students into her classroom with kindness,
patience, and a passion for helping young learners grow.
Her creative lessons, warm smile, and nurturing spirit
have made kindergarten a magical experience for
countless children and families in our community.

Mrs. Nelson’s impact reaches far beyond the classroom
walls. She has inspired fellow educators, built lasting
relationships with families, and helped shape the hearts
and minds of hundreds of students throughout her career.
While she will be greatly missed at McBain

Elementary, we are so grateful for the dedication

and joy she has shared over the years.

Please join us in congratulating Mrs. Nelson on her
well-deserved retirement and wishing her many
happy adventures in this exciting new chapter!

Mrs. Nelsor ard substitte
teachor/iaemcr staclenst, Analicse Frocdis.



Mrs. Diane Eisenga, Head Librarian

McBain Community Library is a school/-
public library that offers new book and
movie releases for all ages as

well as free access to the Libby App -
an e-book, e-magazine and e-audio book
app. We also have STEM kits

that are available for checkout for all
ages and hotspots available for check
out for adults. If you have not

done so already, please stop in and sign
up for a library card.

January - March the library hosted the
Battle of the Books program. This was a
program for 4-6 graders.

Seven teams participated. The kids who
participated did an awesome job.
Looking forward to 2027 Battle!

May 19th was the library’s last
preschool story time. Turnout this past
year was awesome and | am hoping
that continues when we start up again
in the fall.

THIRD GRADE TRIP TO MACKINAC ISLAND

The 3rd grade
took their
annual trip to
Mackinac Island
on May 8th. It
was chilly, but
that did not
stop the kids
from having a
great day!



The Foundation’s support of our students continues to make a tremendous impact on the
future of McBain graduates. During this year’s Honors Night, the McBain Rural Agricultural
School Foundation awarded an incredible 51 scholarships totaling more than $155,000 to
graduating seniors.

Since 1999, the Foundation has helped Rambler graduates take the next step after high
school by supporting students attending universities, community colleges, and trade
programs. Scholarships ranging from $1,000-$5,000 are awarded to students who

help support the future of
Rambler students. Those
interested in learning more
about the Foundation can visit
MRASF.org, contact any Board
Member, or email at
foundation@mcbain.org.
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We Are McBain!

High School Highliter Show

Photo Credit: Judy K. Gllde Photography

If you would like to be added or remaved from this mailing list, please call or text 313-509-7028.

McBain Rural Agricultural School
107 East Maple Street
McBain, Ml 45657
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